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When in Doubt, Add Purple

Discovering Color and Confidence with Artist Andrea Gianchiglia

Win-n i doubt, add purple. Thars
the motto of arust Andrea Gi

anchigha, a Calton-based animal portra-

ture and landscape arust, art instructor, and
(houeh not an offical mle), personal
cheerivader. Andres caprures the soul of
brer subsects on canvas and -]‘:,.rl.\ passion
in the souds of her stedens, bnnging light
and color everswhere she pocs and helpeng
others fuad the contidence 1o ereate ther
(AW 1;:,.::1('!]‘;( CCs.

Andres bas heen drawn o beath A1l and
anmaly since hor young journey began an
bBodmmster, New Jorsey. “Pve always doawn
and pamted,” shic sad, “Thar's wha ke
me Greupacd prowing up in rorad Somerset

Counre § never ok ant clissos, 0 was
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more of a self-driven hobby. There was al-
ways an interest in animals, [ grew up with
dogs and cats, they were like my BEFs. 1
rode horses into my pre-teen years.” An-
drea also believes that her artistic nature
and ralents were inherited from her father,
who passed when she was four years old.
“He was apparently this creative entrepre-
neur,” Andrea reminisced. “He was the
cool guy who was artsy, so 1 think that
came through in me,”

Andrea later retined her skills ar Hart-
lord Art School, where she was surrounded
hy other talented students, including her fu-
ture husband, who drove her to push her-
self creanvely and face her insecurities as
an artist. “All these people were so good,



. Jerailed paintings look almost like Photographs, cach line

rish etrobe creating realistic movement and soft fur, cach color

dark values of the subject,” Andrea described.

s here Lam, what am 1 doing? 1 felt that senee of self dauly,”
b _ .
sndrea explained.

Working with oil paint and pastel, Andrea creates kirdix e
gl portraits of pets, horses, and cows, and looking at her art-

gk, 11 hard to imagine <he ever doubted herself Her intric wely

and

hace making hifelike shadows along her animals’ faces. When

; S 1ol 1o the cves ot her P.Iinlul Sul)icclﬁ‘ they .‘pﬂl’k](‘ with

fife, as though you're making cve-contact with a living being. “T'll
<eart with a sketch, and then do an underpainting, whether it's in
il o pastel, which is a monochromatic version of the light and
: aht ;

s “From there, 1 will
plop colors on 1, sull abiding by the values, After th

< at, 'll layer in
!hrdrtmk on top.

Her cow paintings are Andrea’s

personal passion. Strong, stoic, yet
gentle, they are like a mirror held
up to many of our area’s farms

Her cow paintings are Andrea’s personal passion., Strong, stoic,
ver gentle, they are like a mirror held up to many of our area’s
farms and shic has a slighdy different approach to perfectly capture
the pastoral serenity many of us are used to as we drive through
our Black River reion, “Ill use bigper brushes, I'll be a litde more
ﬁ.prc-\:'\-c with it and not pet too nitpicky about too many things.
1 ey to be looser with that,” said Andrea, The cow paintings are
insprered by motherhood, and she's even involved her children in
somie of these picces, “When I was pregnant with my first-born,

I would dnve past this one dairy farm every day. 1 felt this con-

nectton to the cows. The last show 1 had at Studio 7 in
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I get excited, T say, “This js Loing 1,
to

amazing, it's going to be fun anq Wondo.
ful’ It's more than being their instruc.
it's being their friend and a mentor,
saying, ‘You can do this!™

IHer confidence building i |mtruc|m.7 I
branched out through her newest bui
venture — Create & Inspire, an onlmc h‘
of art tutorials, where over the Past f,
months, she's created her own website 1,
her masterclasses and demos, and copy,,
ues to livestream and record new classee
weekly. “FEvery Monday T have
unedited, live-recorded virtual class A,
drea said. “Then there’s the mastercl.
courses, which are more in-depth and ¢
ited.”” Along with classes, Andrea also of.
fers a mentorship for college-boung
students called Creative Compass, where
she coaches students who are preparing
for art school. Andrea is also leading Hie

Wndrea Gianchislia mentors ber class-Lubile wedmng purple, :
— ‘ . u/ Lphpe) first retreat to Italy in June, where students

Bernardsville was called ‘Upbringing,” and it was all cows and
scascapes. The whole show was about motherhood and making
sure that vou're taking care of others, but you're also taking care
of yourself. These two clements were just so reminiscent to me
of what motherhood is. It’s calming, it’s cuddling, it’s nurturing,
and 1t’s peaceful.”

Andrea got her children involved in her latest cow series called
Calming the Chaos. “I had my kids go to town on the canvas, and
then I painted 2 mom and baby cow on top,” Andrea explained.
“Jt represents how the mom can nurture and calm between all
the craziness that’s in the world, in the
houschold, in someonce’s brain.,”

When she’s not paindng, Andrea nur-
tures the artistic calling in others through
her nataral approach to art instruction,
Her down-to-carth, fun, and expenimental
approach uses techniques broken down
into accessible (and unique) casy-to-under-
stand terms. “I'll say ‘smoosh,” Il say ‘add
some doodads,” Andrea laughs. “1 have a
course called Pastel Techniques where |
ay, ‘here’s the circular smush, here’s the
swoup smush. Just squiggle it around.” I'm
sull teaching technique, just in a fun, silly
way. | try to simplify things, showing that
you can achieve detail and subde nuances,
you can get the intensity and movement
without having 1o get really nitpicky.”

Andrea finds joy in helping her students
grow their confidence and face their fears.
“A lot of people come o my class and
they say, ‘I've never done this before,” and
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will stay at a villa, explore, and partake in
plein air sessions.

Andrea’s vision, whether you’re just starting your journcy or
you’re an cxperienced artist, is to make art accessible and cm
power cveryone with the confidence and excitement to CXpress
themselves without hesitancy or the fear of not being good
cnough, which is a normal, healthy fecling that can be trans-
formed and overcome. And if you’re having feelings of sclf-
doubt, it’s okay, just add a little purple.

Visit Andrea at Create & Inspire (www.createandinspire.art) or
one of her classes (agillustraton.com).
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